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was inclined to throw the burden on its associates.
For as each was solely preoccupied with its personal
interests, and only entered into the League with a
view to the profits it could thus obtain, there was
always in the minds of the delegates a tacit reserve to
make as few sacrifices as possible, and as time went
on they were even ready to abandon their allies, and
let the League perish if they did not find themselves
directly benefited by any sacrifice demanded by the
common weal.

What held them together at all was, in a word,
nothing more noble or ideal than personal advantage,
the fear through exclusion of losing by exclusion, the
great advantages that accrued from being a member
of the League. No \vonder that with an ambition
so little exalted the Hansa was destined not to
survive until our own day. For communities like
individuals must strive after some lofty ideal if their
existence is to be happy, and to have a sound endur-
ing basis. The wonder is rather that seeing what
motives animated its members, the defective character
of the means at its disposal, such as the lack of a
standing army, and the constant mutations in its
form of government, it should have attained to such
mighty results as we have roughly sketched in this,
the second and culminating period of its existence.